








●Atheist 

●Southern Baptist family (estranged) 

●Leader in his college’s SSA group 

●Interfaith Ministry on campus 

●SSA is invited to participate in 

dialogue  

●Al is sole atheist representative 
●Flooded with Q’s 

●No longer interested in interfaith 

engagement 

 
 
 
 





●“Interfaith” isn’t 

great 

●“faith” 

●“ministry” 

●“mission” 

●“chapel” 

●“spiritual” 

●“belief” 

●There is no perfect 

term 



Use Qualifiers and 

subheadings, such as: 

●“Worldviews” 

●“Philosophical 

traditions” 

●“Pluralism” 

●“…and those with no 

religion” 

●“atheist and agnostic” 

●“secular” 

●“non-religious” 



●Diverse 

Programming  

 

●Avoid Tokenism 

 

●Inclusive 

Messaging 



●Seculars won’t assume they are 

included 

●Exclusion 

●Remember : it has an impact 

 

●Deliberate outreach 
●Promote yourself 

●Campus secular organizations 

 in Outreach 

 

●Majority of SSA groups do 

Interfaith work 

●Do they know you are there? 

●Do they know that they’re welcome? 



●Tokenism 

 

●Bias / Privilege 
●Word association 

●“cynical”  

●“crazy” 

●“angry” 

●“jaded” 

●“confused” 

●“non-committal” 



“Educators must be cognizant that although students claim 

they appreciate diverse others, 

…students may not be aware of the dissonance 

between their espoused value of diversity and the attitudes that 

they have toward specific others.” 

 

-IDEALS Emerging Interfaith Trends, 

2016 



●Leaving religion can be very hard  
●Loss of family 

●Loss of friends 

●Loss of support 

 

●Religious experiences can be 

negative 

 

●Some won’t want to be involved 
●“No” is ok 

 

 





  





 



 





  



●Southern Baptist family 

●Leader in college’s SSA group 

 on campus 

to participate in 

dialogue  

●Cal is  

●No longer interested in interfaith 

engagement 

 
 
 
 







● College Students’ Appreciative Attitudes Toward Atheists 

 

● Invisible, Marginalized, and Stigmatized: Understanding and 

Addressing the Needs of Atheist Students 

 

● https://secularstudents.org/interfaith  

 

● https://www.ifyc.org/resources/engaging-secular-students-

interfaith-cooperation  

 

● Nontheistic Students on Campus: Understanding and Accommodating 

Atheists, Agnostics, Humanists, and Others 

 

● College students say they care about interfaith cooperation — 

are school leaders listening? 

 

● IFYC Emerging Interfaith Trends Report 

 


